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All seed and suet (in any quantity) 15% off.
October 15th through November 15th

(that’s MR. Guano Bob to you…)

 I’ve had the pleasure of knowing 
a very special person over the 

years by the name of Bob Wisecarver. 
You may recognize his name from a 
newspaper article or two, or if you have 
ever asked me about building a bat or 
owl house, I may have given you his 
phone number for advice. Bob has been 
building bat houses for 15 years and 
is the most knowledgeable person in 
Northern California on bat housing. He 
has built 57 bat houses, a few of which 
can be seen at San Pablo Reservoir.
 He recently returned from a trip 
to Pardee Reservoir where he built a gi-
normous bat house under the Jackson 
Creek Spillway some years ago. This 
bat house can hold literally thousands 
of bats at one time. How do you count 
thousands of bats in a bat house? Bob 

has a formula 
that he’s 
worked out 
by weighing 
the amount 
of guano 
c o l l e c t e d 
over so many 
months and 
comparing that 

to previous years when the colony was 
smaller and countable. Yes, that’s right, 
a ratio of doo-doo to time = number of 
bats. On this last trip to Pardee Reservoir 
he collected 195 gallons of guano. If 
September and October yield even more 
guano we’re talking approximately 9,500 
bats. That’s one honkin bat house. 
 Bob feels that bat houses of this 
size should be the future of bat houses 
in California. If this type of housing is 
included as part of all new or replacement 
freeway overpasses in areas where bats 
are numerous (i.e. agricultural areas) we 
would be doing the bats and ourselves 
a favor. Why? Bats play a crucial role in 
maintaining the diversity of life and the 
balance of nature. Most are insectivores 
while others are pollinators and seed-
dispersers, especially important in the 

rain forests. Hundreds of economically 
important plants depend on bats for 
pollination. Sadly, the bat population is 
in serious trouble. More than 46 species 
of North American bats are in decline or 
already listed as endangered. As with 
so many species the use of insecticides 
and loss of habitat are the main culprits. 
Artificial roosts can help as it did for the 
Purple Martin population which grew by 
25% thanks to the availability of bird 
houses however, other insect eating 
songbirds are still in decline.
 I sell bat houses in the Store 
and I always tell my 
customers that the chances 
of getting bats in a bat house 
here are slim to none. Many 
customers buy them for 
second homes in areas where 
the concentration of bats is 
much higher than here. The 
higher the concentration of 
bats the better your chances 
are of getting them into your bat 
house. However, one of our customers, 
Johanna Mcshane, stopped by the 
Store for birdseed one day and casually 
mentioned that “Oh, by the way, I have 
bats in my bat house.” WHAT!!!???!!!!!!! 
She lives close to Shell Ridge in Walnut 
Creek and has five (probably Mexican 
free-tailed) bats in her bat house. And, 
did I mention that her bat house came 
from our store? Yes, bats. In a bat 
house. From our store. OUR bat house. 
Okay, let’s move on.
 Here’s some information about 
bats. We have several species in our 
area: Mexican free-tailed, Big brown bat, 
Little brown myotis, and Pallid. All four 
species will occupy a bat house (not all 
together, of course). You cannot attract 
them to an area they don’t already live. 
There are no proven lures or attractants 
that would entice them into a bat house. 
And, they do not get caught in your 
hair.
 Most North American bats prefer 
to live within a few hundred yards of 
fresh water, especially streams or lakes, 
although bats have been known to live 
near open water tanks for horses or 
cattle. Water attracts insects and insects 

attract bats. One bat can consume up to 
1,000 or more mosquito-size insects in 
a single hour. They also feed on moths 
which produce costly agricultural pests 
such as cutworms, corn earworms, and 
armyworms. Smart farmers now install 
bat houses on their barns to attract bats 
which help control the insect population. 
Many pests avoid areas where they hear 
bats. The 20 million Mexican free-tailed 
bats that summer in Bracken Cave, 
Texas, consume up to 200 tons(!) of 
insects in a single night over surrounding 
towns and croplands. Can you imagine 

life in that town 
without them? There 
would be nothing but 
mosquito repellent on 
the grocery shelves. 
Bats are mammals and 
can contract rabies, 
although less than half 
of one percent do (you 
are more likely to be 

bitten by a rabid dog than a bat). 
 A lot has been learned over 
the years regarding the structure and 
placement of bat houses. If you are 
interested in building your own bat house 
be sure to get The Bat House Builder’s 
Handbook by Merlin D. Tuttle. It not 
only gives detailed instructions on how 
to build different styles of houses but 
also provides information on bats and 
results of all the research that has been 
done to date on successful bat houses. 
To learn more about bats visit Bat 
Conservation International’s website at 
www.batcon.org.
 I’m going to install a bat house 
in my yard. Bob Wisecarver says that if 
we do get bats in our bat houses they 
are most likely males. I saw a Mexican 
free-tailed bat clinging to the stucco 
underneath a beam on our garage one 
spring after a late rain. I think he needs 
a home and hopefully has lots of friends 
and relatives.
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Lindsay Wildlife Museum Exhibits
1931 1st Avenue
Walnut Creek, CA

Diablo: A Personal View
Photography by Sue Reynolds
 September 15, 2007 -   
 February 28, 2008

 Local fine art photographer 
Sue Reynolds debuts a Mt. Diablo-
only exhibit at Lindsay Wildlife 
Museum. The exhibit will include 
nearly 30 images from around the 
mountain that stands above central 
Contra Costa County.

California Indian Artifacts
 September 15, 2007 -   
 March 2, 2008

 This exhibit will showcase the 
Museum’s collection representing 
the life and culture of 
early Californian Indians, 
focusing on tribes from 
northern California. A 
one-half sized model of 
a tule house, baskets, 
and other cooking devices, 
bows, arrows, toys, 
games, a cradle board, 
arrowheads and mounts 
of some of the animals 
that lived during that 
time will be featured.

The Art of Nature
 September 15, 2007 -   
 January 6, 2008

 More than 600 volunteers 
contribute 85,000 hours annually, 
helping sick or orphaned wild 
animals, teaching visitors about the 
wonders of nature, and providing fun 
and educational programs for school 
children. In addition to their talents 
as dedicated volunteers, many are 
outstanding professional or amateur 
artists. The 7th annual volunteer art 
show features the work of dozens of 
artists in oil, acrylic, photography, 
sculpture and mixed-media.

Join 
us for food and drink 

to celebrate our 12th Anniversary!

  The author of the children’s book, Let’s Go 
Birding, You and Me, will be here from noon to two 
to sign her new book. If you haven’t seen it, ask my 

daughter Annie about it. She highly recommends 
it for children aged 3-7.

 We will have some special, 
scary visitors with us from Corvid 

Connection from noon 
- 3:00 PM. Meet 

Elaine Friedman 
and her Halloween 

companions for a close-
up look at these beautiful, 

mysterious and mythological creatures.

We are going to 
have a 1-day 
Anniversary Sale 
to make room 
for merchandise 
arriving for 
the holidays. 
Selected 

merchandise 
will be 20-50% 

off! We’ll either have 
to sell some things or I’ll 

have to build a loft.

 
  You may have seen 
the beautiful framed pho-
tos of dogs and cats in the 
Store. Kasia takes custom 
photos of pets in their home, 
backyard, open space, dog 

parks, etc. Kasia decided to 
combine her love of animals with 

the business of photography and voila! 
Paw Prints was born. A portion of the profits are 
donated to organizations such as ARF and to 

other rescue organizations. Come by and visit 
Kasia’s table and take a look at her pet photogra-

phy. I may need to get a special photo of Molly, I 
think.

  
Please join us for a very special 

celebration in honor of St. Francis of 
Assisi, who loved all animals. Pastor Glenda 

Wilson will be here to bless each pet individually. 
There is no cost and no reservations needed. The pets 

need no religious or denominational affiliation to receive 
spiritual blessing. Each pet caregiver will receive a St. Francis of Assisi 

token. A small donation to Lindsay Wildlife Museum will be gladly 
accepted, but not required.

 
We will have potted 
plants for sale again 
this year. They are not 
in bloom now but will be 
next spring if you plant this 

fall. All plants will be bird and 
butterfly friendly. The students have also 

made Lavender Provence microwaveable 
neck and shoulder pillows that are warm, 

aromatic, and relaxing. All proceeds to benefit 
the Diablo Valley College horticultural program.

I know it seems early, but we have so many holiday items 
coming in already with more on the way!

Iflyer – For The Birds
 You should really check out the demo of the Iflyer in the Store. It is a bar code reader 
that you can use to hear the song of a particular bird. For instance, if you think you hear the 
song of the Hooded Oriole in your yard, but you’re not sure, you can scan the bar code of 
the Hooded Oriole in the book and hear the song. You can play the song outside and entice 
the little bugger out of the bushes. There are 200 songs from Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 
And, frogs! For $99.95, you get the bar code wand and a bird book. You can also get bar code 
labels to stick in your own field guide that work with the wand.
Very cool!!!

Oh--My--Gourd
 These round Santa and owl ornaments are hand painted on little gourds. We have other 

cool gourd items by Lucuma Designs including boxes and handmade Children of 
the World ornaments. All are made in Peru by Lucuma Desgins, a fair trade 

organization.

Soap Rocks
 I love these soaps that resemble rocks. They look good, smell good, and make 
great stocking stuffers. The creator was a geologist who put several pieces of soap 

together in the shower one day, thought they resembled beautiful rocks, and…a 
product was born!

 Stained Glass by Gallery
 We have new stuff by Gallery. Stained glass “ornaments” that hang 

on the side of your pot, stained glass garden hooks, and plant stakes. All are 
weatherproof, waterproof, copper-coated steel with colors that ever fade—even in the hot 
sun.

Wildlife Art by Scott Peery
 “We need the tonic of wildness”. These words of Henry David Thoreau 
inspired Scott Peery. A California native Scott draws inspiration for 
his work from the regional parks of the San Francisco Bay Area where he hikes 
regularly. We have signed, limited edition prints by Scott Peery--Great-Horned Owl, 
Spotted Towhee, and Wrentit prints--as well as his stationery. They are 
absolutely beautiful, along the lines of Robert Bateman’s style. His 
prints are $60.00 and individual cards are $2.95.

Virunga Artisans – The art of people and gorillas living in harmony
 Unique crafts made in the communities surrounding Volcanoes National Park in 

Rwanda, DR Congo, and Bwindi Impenetrable National Park in 
Uganda, home to the 700 mountains gorillas remaining in 
the world. We have baskets, wood bowls, coffee, and gorilla 
ornaments. Artists are paid a fair wage and profits go to the 
International Gorilla Conservation Program.


