I wrote

about the interesting and
beneficial Mason Bees last
year. I now
have a DVD on Mason Bees
put
out by the
author of the Mason Bee book,
Dr. Margriet Dogterom. It’s great
for those of us that are slow
readers and want information quickly.
The author describes in great
detail the entire life of the bee, from
egg to adult. What I found
interesting was how Dr. Dogterom
“harvests” the cocoons from
their nesting tunnels and then washes them in water to remove any pollen mites. She
then puts the cocoons over a flashlight, a process called “candling”. The
cocoons that you can see light penetrating through are not mason bee
cocoons, but wasps or dead mason bees. They are removed and put outside.
The mason bee cocoons are kept in the refrigerator until spring. She then
sets them out in their nest box. When the adults emerge they memorize
the outside appearance of their house and return to lay eggs in the holes.
Fascinating, isn’t it? Now is the time to get those cocoons
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had claws like razor blades and I decided not
to do it again if I wanted to keep a full set of
digits.
I noticed during the last week of January that
the birds began singing and since then the singing has
increased dramatically almost to the point of sounding fake.
It’s such a pleasure to feed them and then listen to them
sing in the trees above the feeders either calling for a mate,
declaring territory, or what I like to think of as just general
contentedness.
If you haven’t already done so, now
is a good time to get your bird houses ready.
The birds are looking for a place to make a
nest or use an old site that could still be
useful with a little tidying up. I have an old
Hooded Oriole nest that I hang on the wall
as art because that is what it truly is. Our
customer, Doug Hayden, brought
it in years ago when he had
his palm tree trimmed long
after the nesting season
was over. It’s a little dusty
now but still a work of
art. It is incredibly sturdy
and, just as important,
nearly invisible to the casual
observer. The oriole
shredded and then
weaved tiny strands of the palm
frond into a nest. It’s amazing that
a bird with just a pointy beak can be a master
weaver. For those of us who have trouble
making a sandwich it seems plain impossible.
The squirrels have been busy, too. I
observed two squirrels doing the dirty-dirty
outside my kitchen window a few days ago. We
all know what that means. Yes, baby squirrels
that will be even more clever than their parents
at getting into the bird feeder.
Squirrels use their teeth to gnaw off
small branches and their paws to gather clumps
of leaves to form a nest high in the trees. Their
claws can be formidable. I once committed a
wildlife faux paux by feeding a Fox Squirrel
some bird seed by hand. She was unusually
friendly and I couldn’t help myself. She got a little
nervous and grabbed my hand for the food. She

There are lots of things you can do
to help with the nesting. You can install
nest boxes on trees, poles, or, a great
spot is under the eave of your house.
It’s safe from predators and you can
usually orient the house (towards
the east preferably, south and
north will work as well). As long
as the dimensions of the box
and entrance hole are suitable
for the bird you are trying to
attract, you should get some
takers. Something enjoyable
and entertaining to watch is a
bird wrestling with a Woolie
(we sell them). It’s a bag of
cleaned wool in a net sack. The birds
cling and try to pull the wool out to complete
the last layer of their nest. Over the past few
years, I’ve had bushtits, chickadees, titmice,
goldfinches and (surprise!) a hummingbird
tugging away. It’s good to take pity and pull several
strands out to get them started though, especially
for the little hummer. Those beaks are good at sucking up
sugar water and snapping at gnats, but there isn’t much
strength there.
I wonder what birds think about
when considering a nest site. Where shall
we build our nest this year, Janice? Not too
close to the Jay family, Bob. We remember
what a disaster THAT was last year. Why not
use that new nest box the Murphy’s put up?
The hole is facing east and 1 1/8” in diameter,
the box is 8-10 feet off the ground with great
ventilation. It’s got a predator guard on it
and everything. Just like the woman at the
Bird Store told them. C’mon, they’ve been
trying to coax us into that box for three years
now. They even painted cute little flowers
and “Chickadee House” on the front, so we
know it’s for us. It’s perfect!
Nah, let’s go to the Hallburg’s…
~Bless the Birds

-Joanie, Annie ,
and Molly

Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour – Sunday, May 6 10am-5pm
A free, self-guided tour of 60 Alameda and Contra Costa County
gardens. This is an exciting event that grows in popularity every year. This
year two additional opportunities to see native plant gardens and to purchase
native plants have been added to the tour.
Visit www.bringingbackthenatives.net to:		
		
-Register for the tour
		
-See photos of the gardens
		
-View descriptions and plant lists
		
-Find native plant landscapers

•

Great new Woodstock wind chimes
•
•

Lindsay Wildlife Museum

Beautiful vases and sun catchers from Joan Baker
•

Birds in Art - Saturday, February 24, 2007 – Saturday, May 05, 2007
Birds in Art is a juried exhibition, organized by the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum, Wausau, Wisconsin. As a group, the paintings, sculptures, batiks, woodcuts, etchings and
graphite drawings comprising Birds in Art prove that flights of fancy are always in store during
this exaltation of birds and the global artists who depict them in varied mediums and styles
from 15 countries.

Honey for Mom (honey from Alamo!)

Earrings by Laurel Burch (remember Laurel Burch from the ‘70’s?)
•

Colorful hats to keep the sun off by Wallaroo
•

•

Origami Animals by Robert Lang – Now though Sunday, April 29, 2007
Robert J. Lang has been an avid student of origami for over thirty years and is now
recognized as one of the world’s leading masters of the art with over 400 designs cataloged
and diagrammed. He is noted for designs of great detail and realism, and includes in
his repertoire some of the most complex origami designs ever created.

•

A Natural Inclination: The Art of Andrew Denman – Now through Sunday,
								
March 18
Andrew Denman, age 28, is an artist known for capturing diverse subjects,
from wildlife, to landscape, to still life, in an equally diverse range of styles. While
Denman does not avoid the term “wildlife artist”, his work has moved well beyond
the genre, sometimes incorporating modern art elements as well as subject matter
that most traditional wildlife artists avoid.

New stuffed animals by Gund

Bird feeders, of course! Parasol seed feeders by the
folks who make the beautiful blown glass hummer feeders.
These Art Nouveau inspired ceramic feeders are unique
and one of a kind. Also new are Parasol’s hummer feeders in
a flame red color. They’re beautiful.
Advice T-shirts - Who needs a psychiatrist? We have more
advice t-shirts than shelf space. There’s advice from a horse, dog,
cat, bat, river, squirrel and for just $19.95! Great advice-- simple, easy to follow. Beats $100/hour,
doesn’t it?

Gift certificates are always available in any denomination.

San Francisco Flower & Garden Show – March 21-25
Enjoy, be inspired, say adios to winter, take home a hard-to-find plant,
tune up your gardening soul for the season getting underway. Five acres of gardens, exhibits and seminars at the historic Cow Palace. We are selling early bird
tickets for $17 ($20 at the door) if you would like to get your tickets in advance.

There is an
excellent book out called Bird-By-Bird
Gardening by Sally Roth. If you are interested in birds and gardening (and, you
probably are if you are getting this newsletter), I would definitely use this book as a
reference to birdscape my yard or patio.
I love this book because she talks
in depth about both plants and birds and her
information about feeders and baths is up-todate. The photos of both plants and birds are
excellent.

Our spring and summer arrivals are:
-Hooded Oriole (nectar feeder)
-Bullock’s Oriole (nectar feeder)
-Black-headed Grosbeak (sunflower seeds, safflower)
-Western Tanager (nectar feeder)
-Barn Swallow (insectivore)
-Cliff Swallow (insectivore)
-Allen’s hummingbird (nectar feeder)
-Rufous hummingbird (nectar feeder)

Actually, 2006 was strange weatherwise, but winter kind of stood out as the strangest. It seemed that
every other customer who came in the door had a different bird to report in their yard. “It
is black and orange about the size of a robin and eats on the ground.” Say no more--it’s
a Varied Thrush. They have an orange breast, orange eye stripes and wing bars, and a
black band across the breast. We normally get a
relatively small number of them in the winter,
but this was different. We were getting LOTS
of them. Why? As you remember it got very
cold for a spell and everything from bird baths
to hummingbird feeders were frozen every
morning for almost a week. And, not much rain
which usually brings us more temperate weather. We think the cold weather kept the insect
population down in colder areas which created
a shortage of food for the insectivores, like the
Varied Thrush. Consequently, more of them
migrated to warmer areas looking for food. We
had reports of Varied Thrushes (and Bushtits)
eating our Pure Patio Mix. Since it is a mix of shell-less, chipped seeds the insectivores
were able to handle it without having to crack any shells. We also seem to have quite a
number of American Robins and Cedar Waxwings. Like the Varied Thrush, they are insect
and berry eaters and the berries on the Toyon, Pyracantha, Privet, and Madrone are plentiful this winter. They also enjoy bird baths (unfrozen, of course).

