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Silent...But, Deadly (Continued from cover)
If you have Barn Owls in your area and would like to provide them with a
nest box you should be aware of a few, not-so-small details. The boxes are quite
large. I’m talking 2 ½’ tall x 2 ½’ deep x 1 ½’wide. They’re big…and heavy (30 lbs).
They can be hung on a tree trunk or a pole, preferably facing east, about 11-15
feet high. You can find building plans for the boxes online if you want to build it
yourself. If not, we sell the finished boxes at the store, for crying out loud. One
more thing to consider… the babies are very, VERY loud. Don’t place the box too
close to a neighbor’s house, unless you’re not on the best of terms…in which case,
the closer to their bedroom the better.
Bless the Barn Owls~

- Joanie, Annie and Molly
Gentle Spring Reminders

Now is the absolute worst time to prune trees and shrubs. The birds and
squirrels are nesting and cutting down limbs may leave you with a fallen nest with
eggs or babies inside. If this happens and you have any survivors that cannot be
returned to their original location, they should be taken to Lindsay Wildlife Museum
hospital for care. Please call the hospital first at (925) 935-1978. If you must prune be
sure to check for nests first. Hummingbird nests are very tiny and difficult to see.
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No, it’s not what you’re thinking. I’m talking about the beauty with
a heart-shaped face called the Barn
Owl--a tan and cream-colored gift from
heaven that eats rodents and lots of
them.
This past year has been legendary for the rodent population. Customers have been reporting more gophers
and voles than ever. I know at home
we’ve got vole holes lining the entire
perimeter of the garden fence. They
start popping out of their holes before
I can even get the dang door closed. I
spotted a Red-shouldered Hawk on a
tree limb close to the chicken pen the
other day. Looking through my binoculars I could see he wasn’t looking at the
chickens. I guess he knew they were
protected in their enclosure. He was
looking at the ground…and I know why.
Voles, not being the sharpest tools in
the shed, are easy pickings for a patient hunter.
But, the most efficient nocturnal rodent hunters are the owls. The
Barn Owl (tyto alba) can eat 2-3 mice
a night and 10 with a growing family.
Also called the White Owl, Silver Owl,
Demon Owl, Ghost Owl, Death Owl,
Night Owl, Rat Owl, Church Owl, Cave
Owl, Stone Owl, Monkey-faced Owl,
Hissing Owl, Hobgoblin or Hobby Owl,
Dobby Owl, Golden Owl, Scritch
Owl, Screech Owl, Straw
Owl, Barnyard Owl, Delicate
Owl...okay, enough with the
names already.
The Barn Owl does
not hoot. The hooting you
might hear at night is the
Great-horned Owl. The Western Screech Owl produces
a soft, descending hoot, but
doesn’t screech at all. The Barn
Owl should be called screech
owl because they make a shree
scream, but somehow ended up
with the name Barn Owl. Geesh,
who named these birds anyway? The
screech can be quite impressive at
close range. Males in courtship give
a shrill twitter. They can hiss like a

snake to scare away intruders, and
when captured or cornered, can throw
themselves on their back and flail with
sharp-taloned feet, making for an effective defense (I’ve tried this. It works
great with solicitors.) Other sounds
include a rasp and a clicking snap, produced by the bill or possibly
the tongue.
Like most owls,
the Barn Owl is a silent
hunter. There are tiny
serrations on the leading
edges of its flight feathers that help to break up
the flow of air over its wings,
thereby reducing turbulence and
noise. Barn Owls cruise the open
country such as farmland or grassland
with some interspersed woodland.
They prefer to hunt along the
edges of woods. They appear to
fly effortlessly, almost floating. I
can see how they got some of their
scary nicknames but to me they should
be called Angel Owls. I’ve seen them
on a couple of occasions in downtown
Walnut Creek fly by the store over the
shopping center. We’ve got a creek and
an empty hillside next to us which is
home to countless ground squirrels.
Too bad the ground squirrels are asleep
in their burrows at night (Okay, I didn’t
really mean that. Yes I did.)
The Barn Owl is a pale, longwinged, long-legged owl with a short
tail. Depending on the subspecies (of
which there are many), they measure
about 10”–18” in overall length, with
a wingspan of some 30”–43”. The
light face with its heart shape
and black eyes give the Barn
Owl an odd and startling appearance, like a flat mask
with oversized, oblique
black eye slits. The ridge
of feathers above the bill
somewhat resembles a
“nose”. Males tend to
be less spotted on the
underside than females.
The females are also larger,
as is common for owls. Females may weigh over 550 grams (19.4
oz), while males are typically about
10% lighter. Not much of a body under
those feathers which helps with their

gliding ability.
Barn Owls are a gopher’s worst
nightmare: silent feathers, night vision,
dish-shaped face to enhance hearing,
ripping/tearing beak, sharp talons,
huge 42” wingspan, and prolific breeder. One ear is actually positioned higher
than the other to further augment
hearing capability. I’m surprised the
gophers haven’t all died from fright.
Barn Owls are able to discern exactly where a sound is coming from
and are able to
memorize
the complex

sounds
associated with a certain
type of prey. They can even
locate prey in total darkness using
their hearing alone.
Barn Owls are relatively common throughout most of their range
(spanning six continents) and not
considered globally threatened. While
the Barn Owl is prolific and able to
recover from short-term population
decreases, they are not as common
in some places as they used to be. In
the United States, Barn Owls are listed
as endangered species in seven Midwestern states, and in Europe they are
considered a Species of European Concern probably due to rodenticides and
shrinking habitat. Just imagine what
would happen if we accidentally poisoned our owls…we’d be overrun with
rodents.
They’ve always adapted to
man-made structures like attics, silos,
steeples, and, of course, man-made
nesting boxes…which brings me to why
I’m writing about Barn Owls. The number of calls we’ve received in the past
several months regarding Barn Owl
nest boxes has increased dramatically,
likely due to the dramatic increase in
rodents (I think I said that twice, sort
of) and recent publicity. Barn Owl
boxes have become popular at wineries
that want to control rodents, but wisely
want to avoid poisons.
(Continued on back)

Easter and Mother’s Day Gift Ideas...

Super Seed and Suet Sale...
1-day only!!!
Saturday, May 21st
All seed and suet will be 20% off
for this one day only!!!
No limit on quantity unless we run out.

Book Signing...

Mt. Diablo: The
Extraordinary Life
and
Landscapes of a California Treasure
			
		
		
Saturday, May 21, 11:30-1:00
Photographer Stephen Joseph
and author Linda Rinca Colberg
will be here to sign copies of
their stunning new book, "Mount
Diablo: The Extraordinary Life
and Landscapes of a California
Treasure." If you already have
the book you might want more
for gifts. I have a copy and it is
spectacular. If you don’t have this book yet—wait and
purchase a signed copy from East Bay Nature!

Who’s Arriving This Season?

Our spring arrivals are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hooded Oriole (nectar feeder)
Bullock’s Oriole (nectar feeder)
Black-headed Grosbeak
(sunflower seeds, safflower)
Western Tanager (nectar feeder)
Barn Swallow (insectivore)
Cliff Swallow (insectivore)
Allen’s Hummingbird
(nectar feeder)
Rufous Hummingbird
(nectar feeder)

The first to arrive
was a female on
3/23 in Marloe
Woollett’s yard
in Walnut Creek.
Usually, the males
are first.

e’s Reading Corner...
nn i
Annie is anxious to do some of these
A

projects. If only she could carve out some time in her
busy schedule…

Projects for the Birder’s Garden
edited by Fern Marshall Bradley
Over 100 easy things that you
can make to turn your yard and
garden into a bird-friendly haven.
There are feeders, bird treat recipes,
butterfly treat recipes, birdbaths,
water features, gardening for birds,
and of course birdhouses. If you plan
on building a Western Bluebird house
though make sure the entrance hole
is 1 9/16” in diameter. Western and Mountain bluebirds
are slightly large then Eastern Bluebirds.

Iris Paper Folding Cards
		
One of our customers, Joan Jamieson, and her daughter design and handcraft these unique cards. They are made with
layers of origami papers and foils and folded
into a design that resembles the iris of a
camera lens. The shapes include a Steller’s Jay, Anna’s Hummingbird, California Quail, blue bird, squirrel, frog and turtle. It’s hard to
picture…you’ll just have to see them. They are works of art.
Giftcraft Kitty Mirror, Standing Birds, Bird and
Nest
Cute little mirror with two kitties looking at themselves. The mirror is a brownish color and is designed to sit on a countertop...only $18.99. The
ceramic birds with metal legs come
in yellow, blue and red colors…$12.50. There’s also
a cute little bird and nest doo-dad that can be used
to hold buttons, loose change, paper clips for Lilliputians, I think…only $6.95.
Transpac Glass Bowls, Ceramic Birds, Snail
Plant Picks, Worm Plant Hangers, Ceramic
Bath/Feeder…
Speaking of little thing holders, we have
a glass bowl on a little metal stand
that is about 5” in diameter. The bowl
comes in a blue, yellow or red daisy
design for $8.99. Transpac also
makes beautiful ceramic birds in blue and brown
for only $3.99, roughly 4” long and 3” high. They
also make brightly colored, ceramic snail plant
picks ($2.85) and worm plant hangers ($2.25).
Everyone needs a worm hanging off their potted
plants. Small, but nicely done ceramic bird feeder (better
as baths since there aren’t any drainage holes) in a sage
green color with birds perched along the edge. They don’t hold much
water as far as bathing goes…just for drinking, really ($14.99-16.99).

Don’t miss these two new DVD’s
by Bert Kersey:
Bring On the Birds – California
This DVD introduces 150 California birds with
subtitles to help you identify our State’s most common birds and comes with a foldout bird guide…
$24.95.
		

Backyard Barn Owls

Backyard Barn Owls follows four little owlets
from hatching in February through “flight school”
in May, when they must learn to fend for
themselves. The narrator discusses how to
attract owls to your property, build your own
owl box and what you’d find inside an owl
pellet…$19.95.

Free Llama Fur for Nest Boxes

Woodlink Combination
Feeder
Woodlink has a new
feeder in two sizes. It’s an allmetal mesh feeder with a roof
and tray. Half of the feeder is
for nyjer thistle, the other half
is for black oil sunflower seed. It comes in
a green color with perches for non-clinging
birds and in medium and large size. The small
size holds 3 lbs. of seeds. Easy to clean and
fill.
Ganz Ants
These cool little guys
made of metal with wire
legs come in red or black
and look very realistic. They’re 6” long, 2
1/2” high and $9.99 each. Fun for a patio
table.
Regal Geckos, Cat/Dog
Hooks, and Life-size Great
Egret
Regal makes really fun stuff
and can be used indoors
or out. The geckos come
in orange or green, really inexpensive ($8.95 for the foot long
gecko) and can hang on the wall or sit
on the table. The dog and cat hooks can
hang anything from keys to
towels to utensils to pet
leashes…for only $7.95.
The Great Egret is
beautiful, well-made
and lifesize.
Salt and Pepper Shakers
Both Amscan and Ganz
maker the cutest little salt and
pepper shakers. The ceramic
owls hang on a metal stand in
green and blue colors ($14.99).
The chickens come in a cream
and green color ($10.50)…pretty little devils.

Kaufman Field Guide to Advanced
Birding
by Kenn Kaufman

The all-new Kaufman Field Guide to
Advanced Birding takes a different approach to birding, clarifying the basics
and providing a framework for learning
about each group of birds. Overall principles of identification are explained in
clear language and ten chapters on specific groups show how these principles
can be applied in practice…$21.00.

Terri was able to get a boat load (garbage bag full, actually) of multi-colored llama fur. It’s great to put out
for the birds to use as the top layer of their nest. You can put the fur in suet baskets or the kind of plastic netting
used for onions. Pull out some strands to get it started for the birds. Chickadees and titmice love to use it for their
thick, cushy nests. Be sure to trim the fur to 3” or less.

Lindsay Wildlife Museum Events
1931 First Avenue
Walnut Creek, CA
(925) 935-1978

The Beauty of Mount Diablo
A fantastic new art exhibit will be featured in the downstairs hall
through July 10, 2011. The exhibit will feature works from 13 artists and photographers depicting Mount Diablo wildlife and landscapes. The art exhibit is
free with museum admission.

Earth Day is Every Day - Special Spring Break Workshops!
Come to Lindsay Wildlife Museum the week of April 25 through April
30 for a week-long celebration of Earth Day! The museum will be open for
special weekday spring break hours from 10am until 5:00pm Monday through
Friday.

17th Annual Golf for the Wild Tournament
Start practicing your swing. The 17th Annual Golf for the Wild Tournament is May 9, 2011 at Diablo Country Club. If you can’t make golf, you can
join us for dinner for $50.00. It will be great fun! For registration please call
Mary at 925-627-2951.
Visit www.wildlife-museum.org for more information.

Bringing Back the Natives
Garden Tour
Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour
Sunday, May 1, 10 am-5 pm

Registration is open for this free, self-guided tour throughout Alameda and Contra Costa county gardens and native plant nurseries. This delightful collection of gardens ranges from a 50-year-old collector’s garden to
brand new installation, from five acre lots to small front-yard gardens, from
local native plants to natives from throughout California, and from gardens
designed and installed by owners to those designed and installed by professionals. They will have the opportunity to learn how to select and care for
California native plants lower their water bills, attract butterflies, birds, bees
and garden without using pesticides. At least two of our customers’ gardens
are on this tour, Rich McDrew of Walnut Creek and Ted Shapas of Alamo. If
you visit their gardens, they’d be happy to tell you where they got their bird
and squirrel feeders. To register online, visit www.BringingBackTheNatives.
net.

The Art of Self-Defense

Twice a week the three of us Smith’s go to Taekwondo class. I think
it’s important to learn how to defend yourself, get some great exercise while
you’re at it and keep your mind sharp(er). If this is something you or someone you know might enjoy learning, either as an individual or a family, visit
www.trivalley-ata.com. We have an exceptional instructor who is great with
kids and us older folk.

’s Pet Corner...
olly
M
Molly highly recommends the new

Himalayan Dog Chews. A customer asked if we could
carry them because her dogs liked them so much. They use an
ancient recipe from the people of the Himalayas using traditional
methods with yak and cow milk. We have chews for small and
large dogs. Made in the Himalayas and packaged in the USA.

