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Are We There Yet?

Gentle Summer Reminders... Seed Prices...

We will be closed

Thursday,  July 4th
for

Independence Day

 Seed prices 
have remained 
somewhat stable 
with the exception of 
white millet. I do try 
to keep the prices as 
low as I can and still 
offer seed banking, 
free 10th bag, Senior 
Tuesday (10% off if 
you are 55 or older), 
and loads of coupons. 
Drought conditions 
are predicted in the 
Midwest where nearly 
all our seed is grown. 
Hopefully, it 
won’t be as 
severe as 
last year.

1. Please keep your feeders clean.
 Dirty feeders can spread disease. Clean your tube 
feeders with long bottle brushes and warm, soapy water.

2. Keep bird baths clean and full.
 You can use Fountec or an enzyme cleaner to keep 
algae out. If you refill your baths daily or every other day you 
don’t need to worry about mosquitoes. If you can’t refill it often 
enough use a mosquito treatment in the water. It is safe for 
everyone. Or, use the Water Wiggler. It is battery operated and 
causes the water to ripple enough to keep mosquitoes from 
landing on the surface. We have solar water wigglers, too.

3. Be on the look out for baby birds.
 If you find baby birds that cannot be returned to their 
nest (you can put them back into the nest) call the Lindsay 
Wildlife Hospital for advice–925-935-1978. Don’t relocate the 
nest more than a foot or two from its original location. The 
parents can’t find it even if it is fairly close. If you prune your 
trees or bushes check for nests first. Hummingbird nests are  
very tiny and hard to spot.

4. Keep cats indoors!

Customer
Appreciation 

Day!
Saturday, June 15th

20% off!!!
1-Day Only!!!

See inside for
details...

   
  

 There are endless myths 
concerning birds that are fun to read 
and to wonder how they ever got 
started. My favorite: hummingbirds 
migrate on the backs of geese. Just 
visualizing a little hummer riding on the 
back of a goose makes me smile. Try to 
imagine listening in on a conversation 
that might take place.
 A Canada Goose in Northern 
Mexico is feeling the urge to migrate 
north for the summer. It is March 
and she is anxious to start her two 
thousand mile trip to Canada. She’s 
been eating heavy to put on an extra 
layer of fat for the long trip. Just as she 
is ready to take off a little greenish-
orange flutter of feathers drops onto 
her back. She isn’t sure if she actually 
saw something out of the corner of her 
dark brown eye or not, but it was time 
to take off with the flock. She gained 
some altitude finding her position in the 
“V” formation.
 Just as she’s reached cruising 
speed and beginning to relax, out 
pops a little 3 ½” long moth-like 
creature with a spear attached 
to its head. The goose took 
another quick glance 
around and then 
rolled her eyes. 
“Oh, not you 
again,” she 
said bluntly. 
“It’s me,” said 
the Rufous 
Hummingbird. “And I could 
really use a lift again.” “Okay,” 
she wearily. “But, don’t try to 
give me directions like last year,” she 
said. “As you recall, we ended up in 
Guatemala.” “Hey, you were veering off 
course,” he said nonchalantly. “Trust 
me,” she said. “I know the Pacific 
Flyway like the back of my webbed foot. 
I’ve been flying this route for 15 years.” 
“Fifteen years,” he said thoughtfully. 
“How long do you geese live anyway?” 
“We can live up to 25 years,” she said. 
“And, I know what you’re thinking in 
that little rusty-green colored head of 

yours. You’re planning your migration 
itinerary for the next few years, aren’t 
you?” “Well, we do make pretty good 
travel partners,” he said confidently. 
“Yes, let’s see,” she said. “I do all 
the flying and you do all the riding.” 
“Exactly!” he said. “We fit together like 
hand and glove, egg and nest, witch 
and broom.” She shot him a quick 
glance. “Or, like hawk and mouse,” she 
said with an evil glint in her eye.
 He continued on. “Do you think 
we could stop for a quick snack soon?” 
“What?!” she asked in a high pitched 
voice. “You’re supposed to have put on 
an extra layer of fat for migration. This 
is a non-stop, no frills flight. In fact, I 
should be charging you for the extra 
baggage.” “Hey, I did gain a gram or 
two,” he said in his defense. “But, all 
this talking is making me hungry.” “Yes 
and there’s a remedy for that,” she said 
dryly.
 Suddenly, she heard a squeaky 
buzzing sound. She covered the ear 
holes directly behind her eyes with 

her primary flight feathers. 
“Stop that!” she yelled at the 

hummer. “It 
sounds like 
claws down a 

chalkboard.” “I’m 
practicing my 

alarm call,” he said. “I guess 
you haven’t heard the squeaky 
sound we hummers make 
when we discover a predator. 
And what’s a chalkboard?” 
“Well,” she said. “It’s annoying.” 

“Actually,” he said proudly. “I can 
vocalize louder and squeakier than 
any of my competitors. Would you 
like to hear it?” “I would rather be 
sucked into the jet engine of a 747,” 

she said matter-of-factly.
 “Okay, so here’s a question,” 
the goose said. “Why do you Rufous 
Hummingbirds even bother to migrate? 
You’re cousin, the Anna’s Hummingbird, 
stays in California all year round. 
They even get a jump on the breeding 
season by nesting in January, for crying 
out loud.” “Well, that’s a legitimate 
question,” the hummer said. “It seems 
the clever little Anna’s Hummingbird 
found a comfortable niche. While 
we Rufous, Allen’s, Costa’s, Black-

chinned, Calliope and Broad-tailed 
hummers migrate to warmer areas 
for the winter, the Anna’s hummers 
decide to put up with the weather and 
take advantage of less competition for 
bugs.” “You eat bugs?” the goose asked 
incredulously. “Of course, we eat bugs,” 
he said. “That’s where we get our 
protein, minerals and fats. Flowers and 
hummingbird feeders provide us with 
energy.”
 “And, why are you migrating?” 
he queried. “I’ve seen Canada Geese at 
various locations along the migration 
route that don’t seem to have any 
intention of leaving their area. What’s 
up with that?” “It’s a conundrum,” the 
goose said. “Guess I didn’t inherit the 
lazy gene.”
 “Hey!” the hummer shrieked 
suddenly. “Hold up a moment!” The 
goose broke formation and circled 
around. “Now what?” she demanded. 
“I saw something big, red and 
beautiful down below,” the hummer 
said excitedly. “Don’t move, I’ll be 
right back.” Before she could complain 
he took off down to a hummingbird 
feeder chasing off another hummer. 
The goose circled around muttering 
to herself for a few moments until he 
returned. “So, did you have to chase 
the other hummer off his own feeder?” 
she asked annoyed. “Yes, it’s a Rufous 
Hummingbird trait,” he said cleaning his 
beak off on the goose’s back. “Hard to 
believe, but we Rufous are considered 
to be the nuisance of the hummingbird 
world.” “Oh, really?” she said with just 
a hint of scarcasm. “We’ve been known 
to run off hummers much larger than 
ourselves,” he said proudly. “It makes 
refueling during migration a lot easier.” 
“Good to know,” she said impatiently.
 “Well, aren’t you glad I came 
along now? The informative discussions 
we’ve had on this trip have been 
nothing short of inspiring and we’ve 
only just begun,” he said smugly. 
“Thinking about all the things we’ve 
learned?” “No,” she said. “I’m thinking 
I’ll be taking the Atlantic Flyway next 
year.”

Bless the birds ~



Annie’s Reading Corner...
Molly’s Corner...

Customer Appreciation Day... Mother’s and Father’s Day Gift Ideas...

Check Out the Local Talent...

  Annie’s pick for the season is The New Stokes Field 
Guide to Birds: Western Region. This just published book 
is an updated version of the old field guide. Annie’s pretty 
excited about the 1,000 North American bird species, 
more than 4,000 stunning color 
photographs and the fact that 
it’s portable enough to fit in your 
pocket. The photographs cover 
all significant plumages, including 

male, female, summer, winter, immature, morphs, 
important subspecies and birds in flight. The guide 
includes the newest scientific and common names 
and phylogenetic order, special help for identifying 
birds in flight through important clues of behavior, 
plumage and shape, detailed descriptions of songs 
and calls, important behavioral information and key 
habitat preferences, the newest range maps, detail-
ing species’ winter, summer, year-round ranges and 
migration routes. All in paperback for…$19.99.                               

Saturday, 6/15 - 20% Off!

All merchandise (except optics) will be 20% off,
 no limits! 

1-Day Only!!!
 That includes seed, suet, feeders, houses, hardware, 

baths, gifts, etc… No rain checks. 

We’ll have stuff to eat and drink, too. 

One word of caution—don’t store too much seed over the summer. 
Moths love hot, dry weather.

Lindsay Wildlife Museum Events
1931 First Avenue

Walnut Creek, CA 94597
                           (925) 935-1978

Mount Diablo: Visions & Vistas Exhibit

 Stunning panoramic photos and paintings of Mount Diablo, close-ups 
of mountain wildlife, children’s art activities, and a live animal encounter will 
all be part of the free, public opening for the new Mount Diablo: Visions 
& Vistas exhibit. The free reception on Friday, April 26 from 5:30 to 7:30 
PM kicks off the exhibit of original art and photography, which runs through 
Labor Day cosponsored by Save Mount Diablo. (Entry to the museum during 
the opening reception will be to the Mount Diablo exhibit only.)

Summer Fun for All
 Planning your calendar for summer vacations? Camp and animals are 
a great combination to keep kids learning.

 It all happens at the Lindsay’s Wild Times Summer Science Camp in 
four weeklong sessions: 

 Dino Mania, June 24-28, 1-3:30 PM for age 4-6;
 Animal Habitats, July 8-12, 1-4:30 PM for age 6-9; 
 Body Shop (wildlife care), July 22-26, 1-4:30 PM for age 9-12;

 and 
 Animal Senses, July 29-Aug 2, 1-4:30 PM for age 6-9.

Check out all the offerings in the new Program Guide. Get your copy at 
the museum, download it from the website, or search classes for online 
registration at http://wildlife-museum.org.

Dog-E-Glow Leashes and Collars

 Molly’s excited about the new pet items. 
Dog-E-Glow collars and leashes are cool looking, but 
they are also about safety. The collars and leashes actually light up! So far, 
there are only medium and large sizes. The leashes are six feet in length. 
Both the collar and leash have a “flashing” option. There is no way you and 
your dog would not be visible at night. Check out the designs—dog bones 
(blue or pink), blue Hawaiian print and Eat Play Love…collars are $25.99 and 
leashes $29.95.

Greenies Hair Ball Treats

 And, for the kitties we have Greenies Hair Ball 
Treats. Greenies’ make excellent pet treats 
that are made in the USA. I’ve been giving 
them to our cat Snickers for about a month 
now and, so far, no problems with hair balls. 

They come in chicken or tuna flavors for $2.99.

Amscan and Evergreen Fairy Gardens

 There seems to be a lot of interest in fairy gardens these past few 
years. They’re miniature versions of houses and gardens. We’ve got a selection of houses, 

swings, table and chairs and, of course, fairies. Kind of a fantasy thing, I 
think. Prices range from $22.50 for the fairy houses to $39.99 for the pot 
to hold your fairy garden. Fairies on stakes are $13.30 and hanging fairies 
are $12.30.

Amscan Gnomes

 Sort of along the same line of 
garden fantasy we have cute gnomes. 

One is riding a snail and the 
other a mushroom. They are 
a cream in color, 101/2” high 
and meant for the 
outdoors…$36.85.

Wallaroo and Tula Hats

 We just received a new spring shipment 
of Wallaroo hats for men and 
women. Besides new colors 
there are a few new styles 
as well. Wallaroo hats are 

crushable, washable and well-made…from 
$29.95. We also have Tula Hats. They’re made of 
a straw-type material in natural colors and very 
nice looking…$28.95.

Renee’s Scatter Garden Canisters

 I don’t know if you’ve heard of Renee’s 
Garden but Renee is located in Felton down near 
the Santa Cruz area. She has new scatter 
seed cans if you are looking to 
broadcast seeds over a large garden 
or wild area. We have California 
Native Orange Poppies and Carefree 
Annual Wildflowers…$12.95.Evergreen Bird Baths

 Evergreen makes a glass bird bath 
in a mosaic pattern that is really quite 

beautiful. It’s made of blue, 
purple, and green chips of 
glass with an iridescent 
cast. The stand and bowl 
are separate…$39.95 for 
the 16 ½” wide bowl and 

$22.95 for the 8” high stand. 
There’s also a ceramic green 

bath with a large bird in the middle. It is 
painted roughly to look antique. About 13” 
in diameter…$56.99. And, a smaller bath in 
a rectangular shape with a shiny turquoise 
finish. Three little birds are perched on the 
edge for $33.99.

Travel Mugs by Evergreen

 These would make great gifts for Mom 
or Dad. They’re 16 0z. ceramic latte mugs 

with covers for traveling. 
Priced at $17.99. The 
designs are the best part…
Advice from a Dog, Cat, 

Owl or Tree. Each comes in a 
really nice box, too.

Amscan Glow-in-the-Dark 
Stakes

 I get a lot of requests for 
glow-in-the-dark stuff for the 
garden. These garden stakes do 
just that with a metal butterfly, 
dragonfly or ladybug design on the 
top. Roughly 43” high for $32.95.

Evergreen Mini Melody Wind 
Chimes

 Here’s something else 
for the garden. These little wind 
chimes can go in the ground or in 
a potted plant. Nice little tinkling 
sounds with a frog, hummer, ladybug, butterfly, 
dragonfly, fleur-de-lis, cross or cardinal on top. 
Only $7.99.

Dog Speak Note Pads

 Dog Speak makes 
those dog coffee mugs 
we’ve carried for a while. We 
recently added their note pads 
in various styles – sticky notes, 
square note pads and wedge-shaped pads in 
both dog and cat designs…$9.70-$17.99.

Local Honey

How sweet! You can’t beat honey 
for a gift. I think Mom or Dad 
would love it. There’s 2.5 lb. 
and 16 oz. size bottles…$12 and $6. Made in 
Alamo.

 
 The spring migrants are arriving. Be sure you have food 
ready for them when they visit your backyard or balcony! We can 
say Adios! to those that are leaving—White and Golden-crowned 

Sparrows, Northern Flickers and Oregon Juncos (in most 
areas), American Goldfinches (not the Lesser 
Goldfinches, though) and say Hola! to those that are 
arriving—Hooded and Northern Bullock’s Orioles, 

Rufous and Allen’s Hummingbirds, Black-headed Grosbeaks 
and Western Tanagers.

Seed Cakes and Bars…A Different Way to Feed
 If you don’t like the table manners many birds have when they 
eat loose seed you should try these cakes and bars. Birdola and Mr. Bird 
specialize in making bird seed cakes and bars. We’ve carried them for years, 
but I don’t think most people know about the benefits of this style of feeding 
birds. Loose seed can end up on the ground when certain messy eaters feed 

(namely, the entire finch family--House Finch, American 
Goldfinch and Lesser Goldfinch and, of course, the 
jays). These birds are notorious for flinging their seed 
whether it’s something they like or not. Sometimes 
I think they enjoy it. If you serve the seed in bar or 
cake form they can’t throw the seed on the ground. 
Less seed on the ground also means nothing for 
nighttime visitors to eat. But, what about the shells? 
You can also get shell-less seed in cake form as well. 
They come in a variety of seed mixes and even one 

for squirrels. But, what about the cost? Prices range 
from $3.20 to $16.95 for the largest cake. These bars and cakes fit into 
wire feeders similar to suet feeders. In fact, the smallest cake can fit into 
your suet feeder, if you have one already. Some even come with their own 
net to hang on a hook. You can also put a squirrel baffle over them if you’re 
concerned about rodents climbing down the hanger or just to help keep the 
rain off. Or, maybe you have other feeders, but would like to hang a feeder 
in a particular area that needs to be kept neat and tidy. This type of feeding 
definitely has its place. Check it out next time you’re in the store and have a 
few extra minutes…

Coyne’s Purses

 We just got in the cutest little purses. 
They aren’t meant to hold a lot, 
but if you are traveling light 
they’re perfect. They come 
in owl or bird designs and 
measure 7 ½” high by 6 ½” 
wide with an inside pocket. The 
photos don’t do them justice…$16.95.

Evergreen Pot Holder Mini Chair

 These cute little metal chairs are 
actually pot holders. They’re 10” 
high wire chairs with a leaf and bird 
motif. They can be used indoors or 
out...$11.50 each.


