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Gentle Summer Reminders ...

1. Please keep your feeders clean.
Dirty feeders can spread disease. Clean your tube feeders easily with
long bottle brushes and warm, soapy water.
2. Keep bird baths clean and full.
You can use Fountec or an enzyme cleaner to keep algae out. If
you refill your baths daily or every other day you don’t need to worry about
mosquitoes. If you can’t refill it often enough use a mosquito treatment in
the water. It is safe for everyone. Or, use the Water Wiggler. It is battery
operated and causes the water to ripple enough to keep mosquitoes from
landing on the surface. We have solar water wigglers, too.
3. Be on the lookout for baby birds.
If you find baby birds that cannot be returned to their nest (you can pick them
up and put them back into the nest) call the Lindsay Wildlife Hospital for advice – 925935-1978. Don’t relocate the nest unless it’s just a foot or two. The parents cannot find
it even if it’s fairly close to its original location. If you must prune your trees or bushes
be sure to check for nests first. Hummingbird nests are very tiny and hard to spot.
Best time to prune is in Oct., Nov. and Dec. for both the trees and wildlife!
4. Keep your cats indoors!
Clip and Save
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Conversation with a Skunk...

What makes you turn and run
faster than meeting a rattlesnake? For
me, a skunk. I’m not that familiar with
skunks, in general. My only dealing
with one was when my dog saw one for
the first time. Probably thinking it was
a striped kitty she went for it and got
sprayed in the mouth. I didn’t realize
what had happened until she ran back
to me, rubbed her head all over my
pants and threw up on the floor. I gave
her the special hydrogen peroxide bath,
but she still had to spend the night in
the garage. Luckily, she was a smart
dog and learned her lesson about
striped kitties. It was one of those
occasions you don’t forget right away.
Well, ever.
I was filling one of my bird
baths at dawn the other day when a
skunk came ambling right towards me.
“Whoa!” I said trying to calmly walk
back towards the house. I didn’t really
say “whoa”, but for the purposes of this
newsletter, let’s just say it was “whoa”.
Same number of letters anyway. “Hey,
hey, hey!” the skunk said quickly.
“Get back here and finish filling that
bath. I’m just coming for my early
morning drink!” “Oh, I’m sorry,” I said
in astonishment. “I didn’t expect you
to be out this late.” “Me, neither,” the
skunk said wearily. “It’s been a long
night of foraging and I’ve worked up
quite a thirst. I’m Hibiscus, by the way.”
I stared at her, frozen in place. “Don’t
worry,” she said. “You’re no threat to
me. Go ahead and relax.” “Thanks,” I
said, still on my guard. “I’m Joanie.” “I
know,” she said. “You’re the one that
talks to all the animals. I sprayed your
dog a few years back, I believe. Didn’t
intend to, but spraying is our defense
mechanism.” “I know,” I said. “It’s a
hard lesson, though. She stunk up the
place for days.” “Okay, here we go,” she
said with a noticeable frown. “One thing
I won’t tolerate are stink jokes and
innuendos. It’s just rude.” “Pardon me,”
I said nervously. “It’s just that we’ve
always made fun of the smell.”
“Let me tell you a bit about us

skunks. There
are five skunk
species in North
America. I’m a Striped Skunk, the most
common in this area. I’m preggers at
the moment. My kits are due in a few
weeks.” “You know,” I said. “I don’t
think I’ve ever seen baby skunks.” “I
usually have around 5 or 6,” she said.
“But, I can have as many as 10.” “Oh,
great,” I said under my breath. “What?”
she said suspiciously. “Oh, nothing,”
I said quickly. She continued, “You
won’t see them out of their den until
they’re about 2 months old. They’ll
start to follow me on my rounds at
night, sometimes playing outside their
den during the day. They have to learn
their survival skills by the time autumn
comes when they leave and start their
solitary lives.”
“Just curious, how do I know
if a skunk is about ready to spray?”
I asked, thinking I’d better get to
the important stuff. “Well,” she said
thoughtfully, rubbing her chin with
her very sharp claws. “There are 3
visible warning signs. First, I stomp
the ground with my front legs. Then,
I face the threat directly, fluff up my
fur displaying my scary stripes and
scooting backwards to gain some
distance. If the stomp and scoot
doesn’t work, I’ll expose my hind
end preparing to spray. We skunks
can bend our bodies around so that
our face and buns can face the same
direction. This allows us to keep our
eyes on the target. And, our aim is
accurate for up to 10 feet! Or, I can
choose to spray a cloud as a getaway
tactic and run.” “Do you have any
predators besides humans?” I asked.
“Yes,” she said. “Unfortunately, our
white stripes serve as targets for
Great-horned Owls. They especially like
our babies.” “Oh, that stinks,” I said
carelessly. Hibiscus threw me another
warning glance. “Oh, geez.” I said,
feeling a bead of sweat trickling down
the side of my face. “Sorry about that.
I-I do apologize. Please continue.”
She looked at me out of the
corners of her eyes and continued.
“Let’s get some facts straight. First,
skunks are not nocturnal. We’re

crepuscular, meaning we’re most active
at dawn and dusk, which is why you are
seeing me at this early hour. Another
fact is that we are not the #1 carriers
of rabies. Rabies have not been found
in skunks in the Bay Area for over 20
years. In fact, according to California
Department of Public Health, only 4%
of skunks tested positive for rabies in
the entire state of California from 2012
to 2014. And, did you know that skunks
are great for your garden? Insects and
grubs are a large part of our diet. We
eat beetles, larvae, crickets and snails.
Even Black Widows and scorpions.”
“We’re generally solitary
except, of course, during the breeding
season, roughly January through
mid-February. We’re not always in the
courtship mood and, if pressed, we let
loose on our suitors.” “Ah,” I chuckled.
“So that’s why we sometimes smell
skunk during the night. You’ve let
flee on Pepe Le Pew!” Hibiscus shot
me an irritated look. “Oh, sorry,” I
said quickly. “I didn’t mean anything
by that. So, so sorry.” But, it was too
late. This time my apology was not
accepted. Hibiscus began to stomp
the ground with her forelegs. Her fur
fluffed up displaying her bright white
stripes as she backed away. Oh no, I
thought. Not the stomp and scoot. I
took a step backward just as her tail
went up. Then, her body turned so
that her face and bee-hind were facing
me at the same time. This was it. My
upcoming week flashed before my
eyes. I would be bathing in the special
hydrogen peroxide mixture for days. I
could see myself tossing a match onto
a pile of my clothes in the driveway. My
best jeans, too. I would be sleeping in
the garage for a week. My dogs would
avoid me even when I offered their
favorite treat—cat food wrapped in
bacon. This was a nightmare.
“No, Hibiscus, no!!!” I
pleaded, covering my
face with my hands.
Hibiscus calmly licked
the base of her tail.
“Oh, sorry,” she said wrinkling her
nose. “Had an itch.”
Bless the skunks~

Joanie and Annie

stomer Appreciation Day...
u
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20% Off !
Dublin Store - Saturday, 6/4
Walnut Creek Store - Saturday, 6/11
This is a one-day only sale!
All merchandise (except optics) will be 20% off, no
limits! That includes seed, suet, feeders, houses, hardware,
baths, gifts, etc… No rain checks, though. We’ll have stuff
to eat and drink, too. One word of caution—don’t store too
much seed over the summer. Moths love hot, dry weather.
Birds like moths, people don’t.

Dog Clocks by Passion for Pets
You may have seen the wall of clocks we
have with various species of dogs, each with a
wagging tail. All kinds of breeds—Boxer, English
Bull Dog, lab, Cocker Spaniel, Golden Retriever,
Chihuahua, Westie, Bichon, Border Collie, Sheltie, Lhasa Apso, Rottweiler and all kinds of breeds
that I can’t think of at the moment. There are cat
clocks, too. They make excellent gifts at a reasonable price…$24.95.

Binoculars
We have a pretty good variety of binoculars if you think Mom
or Dad would like a pair. Besides bird watching they can be used for
sporting events, concerts…even butterfly or dragonfly watching! We
mostly carry Nikon and Opticron in a variety of styles---pocket size,
mid-size and full size models, the most popular being 8x42’s. The first
number
is magnification (8 times your normal eyesight),
the
second is the diameter of the objective lens in
millimeters. You can use binoculars with or
without eye glasses. Most of the cost is in
the quality of the ground glass. The more
expensive they are, the better the lenses.
Brighter image for low light conditions, color
correction, clarity and sharpness, all the way
to the edges of the image. We have very good
prices on our binoculars.

Gift Cards
If you’re totally out of ideas for Mother’s or Father’s Day, how
about a gift card? Gift cards come in any denomination and can be
used for virtually any product in the store. How about a gift card and a
bottle of local honey?

Seed Prices...

Not much to report. Seed prices have been
stable for quite a while now and the supply has
been good. We don’t foresee any changes as
long as the weather in the Midwest is normal
this year.

’s Day and Father’s Day Gift Ideas...
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Hats by Wallaroo

We have lots of hats for spring
and summer and a great selection
of beautiful colors—lime, hydrangea,
orange, turquoise and neutrals.
Wallaroo hats are great travelers. They
can simply be rolled up and packed
in your suitcase taking up very little
room…$42.99 for the Victoria.

Naked Bee
We just got in their new fragrance, Nag
Champa. It’s a blend of sandalwood
and Indian masala. The hand and
body lotion in the 6.7 oz. size goes for
$9.99 and the smaller 2.25 oz. tube
is $4.99. We also got their wonderful
Restoration Foot Balm back in stock—
intensive foot therapy with neem and
meadowfoam oils…orange blossom and
honey fragrance only…$9.99. Remember, their
ingredients contain “All the good
stuff…none of the bad stuff”!

Geckos by Regal Art
and Gift
Check out the new geckos by Regal.
They make excellent wall plaques indoors or
out. They’re made out of metal and glass and
come in copper or blue—18” or 24” for $33.95
and $64.95.

Coasters by CoasterStone
These coasters are made of a porous
material to soak up any condensation
from your glass. The colors in the
images are vibrant and come in
a variety of designs. Lots of dog
breeds, cats, hummingbirds, map of
Lake Tahoe, map of the Bay Area and a
California theme with a Golden Gate Bridge
and California Quail design. They all have a
cork backing and come four to a pack…$18.75.

Tote Bags and Aprons
by Impwear Home
Remember the stiff, oilcloth aprons for
gardening? These new wipe ‘n’ wash aprons, lunch
and tote bags are 100% cotton material and
laminated to be splash and spill proof, durable and
long-lasting. The large tote bags
are reversible. The cotton is
coated with a water-based
urethane and is BPA and
Phthalate-free, food safe,
even machine washable. Made
in Seattle…$34.95 for the apron
and $24.95 to $38.95 for the bags.

Hummingbird and Oriole Nectar
by Birds Choice

Similar to the other
nectar we carry this one
contains Nectar Defender, a
micronutrient that is already
consumed by hummingbirds in
their natural diet, that keeps the
nectar fresh longer (weeks longer!).
It comes in a 24 oz. bag for $9.95.
You can use cold water. It does not
contain any dyes, preservatives or additives.
Made in the USA. It is specifically formulated to
provide hummers and orioles with a
healthy nectar that stays fresh longer.

Woodstock Flourish
Wind Chimes
These laser-cut metal chimes
sparkle in the sun and come in four
designs—butterfly, hummingbird, dove
and a sun…$11.50 each.

Pillows by Manual Woodworkers
and Weavers
We keep adding more
gorgeous pillows to our collection.
We have a donkey, goat, sheep,
cow, hummingbird and
sunflowers with bees. We still
carry our bird pillows. And, there are dog
and cat pillows, too. Most are indoor/
outdoor types made of a material called
Climaweave that can handle the weather…$22.95
to $44.99.

Flower Solar Lights
These pretty solar lights by
Regal come in a mini poppy design in
fuchsia, orange or purple. They
produce a subtle glow
when the sun goes down
that lasts all night. The
metal and glass flower
comes in a cute poppy
design for $19.95 and the taller
purple iris for $44.95.

Dragonfly Feeder from
Woodlink
Squirrel-proof feeders are
starting to get better looking! This
metal feeder operates by sliding
down and covering the feeding ports
when the squirrel jumps on it. Silver
gray in color for $27.95.

Lindsay Wildlife Experience Events
1931 First Avenue
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
(925) 935-1978

Free Friday
Lindsay is free and open to the public every third Friday of the
month, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free Fridays allow over 1,500 visitors to
experience Lindsay—some for the first time.

Beautiful Whale - May 16
Enjoy brunch among the owls, squirrels and urban creatures on
exhibit at Lindsay followed by the presentation “Beautiful Whale” with
photographer Bryant Austin.

Tuffit Stepping Stones
Many years ago we carried these cool stepping stones that
virtually looked like pillow cushions for chairs. The manufacturer
disappeared, but a little nursery in Sonoma County
decided to start making the stepping stones
themselves. We now have the same styles back in
their original colors (lavender, rust and mustard)
and they look just like old cushions. The color is
mixed in with the cement when it is manufactured
so it doesn’t wear off with use. Definitely a garden
conversation piece…$52.00 ea.

Tea Cup Feeder
Welcome the birds to your garden with a teacup
seed or water feeder. Spirit of Play makes these beautiful
vintage tea cup feeders on a stake for the garden. Each
cup and saucer is unique and can be used for seed or
water. Locally handmade and 5% of sales are donated to
the SPCA and Make-a-Wish Foundation. Many of the tea
cups are vintage or antique…$25.00.

nie’s Reading Corner...
n
A
Annie has been reading (mostly looking
at the photos, I think) a series of three books
this time—all written by the well-known author
Stan Tekiela. The first is called Majestic Eagles.
The extraordinary photos and accompanying text
make for easy reading with interesting facts about the history of Bald
Eagles and the bird itself. Cool fact: A typical nest is usually 5-6 feet in
diameter and strong enough to hold a human adult. Over the years nests
can expand to 10 feet in diameter and weigh up to 2,000 pounds. The
second book, The Lives of Wolves, includes photos and information about
gray wolves, coyotes and red wolves. You’ll gain a new appreciation for
this group of misunderstood creatures. Cool fact: The sense of smell in
wolves, coyotes and foxes is about 100 times that of humans. They can
smell odors that we cannot even imagine. The third
book is Amazing Hummingbirds. The photographs
in this book are stunning, complemented
with information about hummers that you
probably don’t know. Cool fact: Migratory
hummingbirds drink sap from the holes drilled
into trees by woodpeckers when they arrive in
the spring and before flowers are in bloom.

