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                According to a local 
biologist there’s a mountain lion in the 
area where I live. I’ve seen the remains 
of deer that I suspected were the 
leftovers of a mountain lion meal, but 
I’ve never actually seen one.
 I was hiking in the hills behind 
my house recently looking for deer 
antlers when I had the uneasy feeling 
I was being watched. Looking around 
for anything--or anyone--I decided to 
just sit down on a rock and watch for 
any movement. Suddenly, a very large 
“cat” walked right out from behind 
some boulders not more than 10 feet 
away. “Holy spit!” I yelled, jumping up. 
I knew not to run like a prey animal, 
so I stood on the rock waving my arms 
trying to look as large as possible. In 
my loudest, deepest voice I tried to 
make a roaring sound. The lion wasn’t 
scared, but I’m pretty sure I spooked a 
lizard.
 It stared at me for a few 
moments, eyes fixed and tail twitching. 
Then, it suddenly put a large paw on 
its belly and started to laugh. “Hey, 
don’t scare me like that!” I said, 
embarrassed. “Where did you come 
from anyway?” The lion slowly regained 
its composure. “I’ve been watching you 
for a while---right here in plain sight,” 
it said. “Don’t feel bad. Stealth and 
camouflage are what allows us lions to 
sneak up on our prey. But, don’t worry, 
just ate.” “Okay,” I said nervously. 
“What should I call you? Mountain lion, 
puma, cougar, panther or catamount? 
“Name’s Patty,” she said, holding out 
a paw. I stared at her. “That’s short 
for Patricia.” “I know,” I said, curtly. 
“Mine’s Joanie.” I reluctantly shook her 
enormous paw which was roughly the 
size of my frying pan. Okay, maybe 
closer to four inches, but it seemed 
oversized at the time. There were four 
toes with retractable claws. Thankfully, 
retracted. 
 “How did you end up with so 
many names?” I asked. “Well,” she said. 
“The American lion’s scientific name 
is Puma concolor, and is sometimes 

referred to 
as “the cat of 

many names.” The 
scientific name was changed 

from “Felis concolor” in recent decades. 
Mountain lions once ranged more 
extensively than any other mammal in 
the Western Hemisphere. Historically, 
they could be found anywhere from 
Canada to Argentina and from the 
Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific Ocean. 
As a result, each native tribe and 
group of European explorers gave us 
a different name. Today, we mountain 
lions are listed in dictionaries under 
more names than any other animal 
in the world. Writer Claude T. Barnes 
listed 18 native South American, 25 
native North American, and 40 English 
names for the same animal.”
 “Hey, that’s impressive,” I 
said. “What brings you to my neck of 
the woods?” “Your neck the woods?” 
she said. “You live in my territory.” 
“Oh,” I said. “I thought you lived up in 
the open space.” “I do,” she said. “My 
territory is roughly 50 to 100 square 
miles, for crying out loud.” “Wow,” I 
said, puzzled. “Do you really need that 
much space?” “Well, let’s see,” she 
said scratching her chin and looking 
skyward. “I need to eat, therefore 
I need to find food, which means I 
need to track deer who browse over 
many miles, or I’d starve. Soooo---
yeah. I need the space.” “What about 
eating grass or other vegetation to 
supplement your diet?” I said, hoping 
she was still full. She suddenly started 
to laugh, rolling on the ground kicking 
her furry, tawny-colored legs up in the 
air. “What’s so funny?” I asked. “We’re 
carnivores like all felines,” she said. 
“We only eat meat---deer, coyote, feral 
hogs, raccoons, rodents. We hunt alone 
and attack from behind, breaking the 
neck of our prey by biting it at the base 
of the skull. After killing our prey, we 
bury it and come back to feed when 
we’re hungry.” “Oh,” I said, swallowing 
hard. “We’re also good climbers, too,” 
she went on. “We can leap more than 
15 feet up into a tree from a standstill, 
bound up to 40 feet running, reach 
speeds up to 50 mph, climb over a 12 
foot fence and travel for miles at 10 

mph.” She continued to roll around in 
the dirt similar to a house cat. “How 
cute!” I said. “Just like a kitty.” “I had a 
kitty once,” she said. “It was good.”
 She got up to stretch her legs 
and then proceeded to use a tree 
trunk for a scratching post. “Wait--
what are you doing?” I asked uneasily. 
“You’re not getting ready to hunt again, 
are you?” “Nope, still full,” she said, 
rubbing her belly. “Just sharpening 
my claws and marking my territory.” 
“You mean there are others?” I asked, 
warily, looking around. “I thought you 
mountain lions lived a solitary life?” 
“We do,” she said. “Obviously, we 
have to meet up occasionally or there 
wouldn’t be any kittens. I usually have 
two to four kittens, which I raise alone. 

The kittens nurse for two months, and 
then start to travel with me at which 
time I teach them to hunt. They’ll 
remain with me for 1 ½ to 2 years.” 
She got up suddenly and stepped on 
my toes. “Ow!” I said rubbing my foot. 
“Oh, yeah,” she said casually. “We 
females weigh 80 to 130 pounds.” 
 “What else can you tell me?” I 
asked feeling pretty comfortable now. 
“Well,” she said. “We live about 10 
years in the wild, if we’re lucky. We eat 
a deer every 10 days or so.”
 “Well, it’s time to nap and 
digest. I think I’ve given you quite a 
bit to think about,” she said, feeling 
pleased with herself. I was hoping 
to get more information out of her 
when another mountain lion suddenly 
appeared. “Oh, that’s Thor,” she said 
walking away. “Great!” I said, excitedly. 
“Maybe I’ll ask him some questions.” 
“Go ahead,” she said over her shoulder. 
“He hasn’t eaten in a week.”

Bless the mountain lions ~ 

1. Please keep your feeders clean.
 Dirty feeders can spread disease. Clean your tube feeders easily with 
long bottle brushes and warm, soapy water.

2. Keep bird baths clean and full.
 You can use Fountec or an enzyme cleaner to keep algae out. If 
you refill your baths daily or every other day you don’t need to worry about 
mosquitoes. If you can’t refill it often enough use a mosquito treatment in 
the water. It is safe for everyone. Or, use the Water Wiggler. It is battery 
operated and causes the water to ripple enough to keep mosquitoes from 
landing on the surface. We have solar water wigglers, too.

3. Be on the lookout for baby birds.
 If you find baby birds that cannot be returned to their nest (you can pick them 
up and put them back into the nest) call the Lindsay Wildlife Hospital for advice – 925-
935-1978. Don’t relocate the nest unless it’s just a foot or two. The parents cannot find 
it even if it’s fairly close to its original location. If you must prune your trees or bushes 
be sure to check for nests first. Hummingbird nests are very tiny and hard to spot. 
Best time to prune is in Oct., Nov. and Dec. for both the trees and wildlife!

4. Keep your cats indoors!

Customer Appreciation 

Day!

Don’t miss our 1-day only sale!!

(See details inside)



New Products...

Seed Prices...

Customer Appreciation Day...
20%  Off ! 

Annie’s Reading Corner...

 Seed prices are still holding 
steady. Nyjer has actually dropped in 
price. The supply has been good. We don’t 
foresee any changes as long as the crops 
do well in the Midwest this year.

Naked Bee
 We just got in their new 
fragrance, Jasmine. It’s a beautiful 
flowery scent. The hand and body 
lotion in the 6.7 oz. size goes for 
$9.99 and the smaller 2.25 oz. tube 
is $4.99. Remember their ingredients 
contain “All the good stuff…none of the 
bad stuff”!                

Lindsay Wildlife Experience Events
1931 First Avenue

Walnut Creek, CA 94597
(925) 935-1978

Free Friday
 Lindsay is free and open to the public every third Friday of the 
month, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free Fridays allow over 1,500 visitors to 
experience Lindsay—some for the first time.

Summer is coming! Register for camp at Lindsay

 Your kiddos will soon be out of school. At home. With absolutely 
nothing to do. Oh, sweet summer…Can you hear the screaming already? 
How about keeping them busy with summer camp? From digging up 
dinosaurs to natural explorers, the mini-camps and workshops offer a real 
chance to learn about animals, science and nature—all while having tons 
of SUPER DUPER FUN! Camp sessions start at 9:00 a.m. and end at 12:00 
p.m. Register at https://lindsaywildlife.org/event-category/childrens-
classes-and-camps.

New Puzzles
 We’ve got new puzzles. These are 1000 piece puzzles 
in a beautiful garden bird design or birds of prey and owl 
graphic. Puzzles are good for the brain! Looks difficult, but 
fun…$18.99. Made in the USA.

      Pillows by Manual Woodworkers    
and Weavers

   More pillows!  
     We’ve added a new donkey, 
horse, fox and butterfly to our 
growing collection. We still carry 
our bird, dog and cat pillows, too. 

Most are indoor/outdoor types made of a 
material called Climaweave that can handle the 
weather…$22.95 to $44.99.

Humm-Bug

 A new hummingbird feeder! This one 
does not require sugar water, only bananas. How 
does it work? You place bananas in 
the feeder to attract fruit flies. 
Fruit flies lay thousands of 
eggs on the bananas. In 
7-10 days, the Humm-Bug 
provides the hummers 
with a constant source of 
protein. The fruit flies leave 
the feeder through slits and the 
hummingbirds eat them. A completely natural 
source of food…$26.00.

Grassland Road Fluttering 
Hummingbirds

                        

 Have you ever seen those little 
plastic hummers attached by a wire to a base 
that fly around in circles? We have hummers, 
butterflies and dragonflies that fly around using 
solar power or battery…$14.50.

Quick Reference Cards

 Those fold up laminated cards 
we’ve carried for birds, butterflies, stars, 
etc. now come in Sharks and Relatives of 
the Pacific Coast, Warblers of North America, 
Bats of Western North America and Owls of 
North America. They are all $7.95 each and great for easy field 
identification, behavior, habitat and distinguishing features.

Socks by Wheel House and 
Hatley

 We’ve got LOTS of new socks 
in and a great selection in the 
larger size, too. Hatley socks—
black lab and raven lunatic are 
$6.99 a pair. Wheel House has 
a huge selection in various designs. 
The one in the photo is llamas.

Dublin Store - Saturday, 6/3
Walnut Creek Store - Saturday, 6/10

This is a one-day only sale! 

 All merchandise (except optics) will be 20% off, no 
limits! That includes seed, suet, feeders, houses, hardware, 
baths, gifts, etc… No rain checks, though. We’ll have stuff 
to eat and drink, too. One word of caution—don’t store too 
much seed over the summer. Moths love hot, dry weather. 
Birds like moths, people don’t.

Nikon Monarch 7 Binoculars

 We have the new Monarch 7 in stock. These 8x42 ED glass, Extreme F.O.V. binoculars 
are excellent quality with an extreme field of view of 419.2 feet @ 1,000 yards, extra-low 
dispersion, fog proof, water proof, dielectric high-reflective multilayer prism coating for low 
light performance, scratch-resistant coating for the outside of the lenses…$450.00. Nikon still 

has their “no-fault” policy. If you drop or break your binoculars they will fix them almost for free. 
You just pay shipping and $15.

 Annie has been perusing a book called 
Bird Watching for Kids—Bite-sized Learning 
& Backyard Projects by George H. Harrison. 
This book, for ages 8 to 14 years, is filled with 
entertaining and fulfilling projects that allow 
children to interact with nature while learning 
about the needs and behaviors of wild birds. The best opportunity to 
connect with nature on a daily basis, without leaving home, is through 

the wild birds that can be attracted to our backyards. 
If you provide food, water, cover and nesting sites, 
they will come! Annie remembers her school project 
in the fourth grade where she and a classmate 
counted the number and species of birds that came 
to our feeders for a designated period of time and 
which food they preferred. They had lots of fun and 
learned the names of the birds. This book talks 
about planting for birds, making your own feeder 
and specifications for building a nest box. There is 

a list of birding websites and bird identification apps.

Cole’s Hot Meats
 

 New seed, strange name! Nathan, one of my 
employees, prefers to call them spicy chips. 

These are nutritious sunflower meats (no 
shells) that are infused with fiery hot chilies. 

Birds don’t have a problem with hot pepper, 
but squirrels do. We sell it in 5# or 20# bags.

Oxidos Clocks

 You may have seen these 
clocks in our store before, but 

we’ve added more styles in-
cluding a new chicken, cow, 
cat, snail and more! They’re 
made of metal and manufactured in 
Peru. Most are $42.95. There is some-
thing on each clock that moves back and 
forth, like a tail or legs.

Himalayan Dog Chews
 Besides our dog chews we now carry Ruff 
Bones made out of all natural solid olive wood. I know 
weird, right? They’re also soaked in olive oil which 
is supposed to help clean teeth, boost the immune 
system and freshen breath. It comes in a variety of 

sizes from small to large for $13.95-
$27.95. Also new are the water 
buffalo horns stuffed with cheese for $9.95. Yaky 
Churros are made of cheese with natural enzymes 

that help remove plaque and keep breath fresh. Made 
in the USA for $5.75. The cheese-stuffed antlers in medium 
and large are favorites for my dogs. It takes them a very 
long time to chew them up…$17.99-$19.70.

    Animal Figurines 
             by 
    Grassland Road
 These pretty little 
guys make great gifts. Each 
is ceramic and includes a 
message (Friends are the 
Family that We Choose, I 
Love U, Some Bunny Loves You, We’ve 
Been Friends a Long Time…you get the 
idea). There is a dog, cat, fox and bunny…
each is $12.95.

Mr. Bird’s Bugs, Nuts & 
Fruit Cake

 

 A delectable treat for 
wild birds. We’ve carried the 
smaller sizes of this seed before. 
Now, we have the larger “cake” 
size that fits in wire feeders. It 
contains dried meal worms, tree 
nuts, sunflower hearts, peanuts, 
raisins and cranberries…$10.90 
for a 1 lb. 10 oz. cake.

      Fairy Camping Set
 

 Something new for the fairy 
garden folks! This CUTE 5-piece set 
includes a trailer, tent, campfire that 
lights up with a kettle, camping stool 
and a sign that says “Camp Grounds”…
all for $58.95. (Somehow I forgot to 
include the sign in the photo, but it really 
is a 5-piece set.)

Gift Cards

 If you’re totally out of ideas for Father’s Day, how 
about a gift card? Gift cards come in any denomination 
and can be used for virtually any product in the store. How 
about a gift card and a bottle of local honey?

Kristin Gregersen’s Gift 
Cards

 Kristin has lots of new cards 
as usual. I think her little wool mouse 
card dressed up in a scarf and purse 
is especially cute. All are $4.99, blank 
inside and packaged with an envelope.


