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A Conversation with a Turkey Vulture ...

Seasons Greetings ... 2012 Bird Walk Schedule ...
 Check our website (www.eastbay-
nature.com) for the 2012 schedule of dates 
and places. Michael Massey and John Robin-
son will be leading our bird walks. We meet 
the first Saturday of every month at 7:45am 
at the store and carpool. We return at 10am 
or later for coffee and donuts. All is free and 
no reservations are required.

 A few months back I was 
working outside in the hot sun. I was 
getting sweaty and tired, not paying 
much attention to anything other than 
getting the job done when I noticed a 
dark figure on the ground not further 
than 15 feet away.
 Wondering why I didn’t notice 
it before I moved a little closer. I was 
surprised to find that I was being 
watched by a turkey vulture. “Oh, hi,” I 
said nervously. “I don’t smell that bad, 
do I?” “Not yet,” he said matter-of-fact. 
“Things are kind of slow today, so I 
thought I’d glide down for a look see.” 
I looked at him a little more closely. 
“You know, I think I remember you,” 
I said. “Were you here about 15 years 
ago when I was out weed whacking? Or, 
is that even possible?”  “It was me,” he 
said. “Turkey vultures can live for 30 
years or so and this is my territory.”
 “So,” I said, trying to keep the 
conversation going. “How do you like 
being called a turkey vulture?” “DON’T 
like it,” he replied. “We’re not related to 
turkeys. Not related to hawks or eagles 
either. Our closest relative is the stork 
family.” Just then another vulture flew 
in, folded her wings and wandered over 
with a curious look in her dark eyes. 
“Oh, this is my offspring,” he said. “I see 
the resemblance,” I said thoughtfully, 
“except for the gray head.” “She’s still 
a juvenile,” he said. “She’ll get her 
beautiful bald, red 
head when she 
becomes an 
adult.”
 “I just 
have to ask,” I said. 
“How is it that you can eat 
stinking, rotten meat and not get 
sick? How do you even find it? 
Birds don’t have much of a sense of 
smell and you couldn’t possibly see 
it from several miles away.” “Oh,” he 
chuckled. “First of all, we have well-
developed olfactory organs. We can 
smell a well-seasoned squirrel carcass 
from five miles away. In fact, we have a 

better sense of smell than our cousins, 
the black vulture and both species of 
condors. We also have excellent vision. 
Bet you wish you possessed those 
qualities.” “Yes,” I said, “especially the 
vision part. You know, I don’t think I’ve 
ever heard you guys vocalize.” “We don’t 
say much,” he said. “Except for speaking 
perfect English, we occasionally make 
soft hissing and clucking sounds.” “Oh,” 
I said, feeling privileged. “Do you mind if 
I ask you more questions?” “Not at all,” 
he said, “I may have to leave quickly 
though if I detect something delicious.”
 “Okay,” I said, “Where in the 
world do you nest? I swear I have 
never seen a turkey vulture nest.” “GET 
OUT,” he said, his dark brown shoulders 
shaking with laughter. “Seriously? I 
guess we do a good job of keeping 
them hidden. When you have one egg 
per year you can’t be too careful. We 
actually nest on the ground in crevices 
or hollow logs.” “Seems risky,” I said. 
“It can be,” he said, nodding. “Darn 
raccoons get the egg on occasion.”
 “What exactly do you eat?” I 
asked. “Anything edible,” he said quickly. 
“We mainly eat mammal carrion, but we 
also do birds, reptiles, fish, crickets and 
amphibians. Can you imagine what it 
would be like around here if we vultures 
didn’t take care of the dead stuff? If 
there’s no meat we eat rotten pumpkins, 
grapes, coconuts, berries, you name it. 

And, if that’s 
not available 
there are 
always 
coyote, cow or 

sea lion feces.” 
“What?” I said, putting my 

hand over my mouth. “We don’t 
eat skunk scent glands though,” he 

said. “That would be disgusting.” 
 “We also regurgitate pellets like 
owls,” he continued. “We can’t digest 
fur, feathers, bones or tendons so 
they just come back up in a neat little 
bundle.” “So, how do you keep your feet 
and legs clean after wading through the 

inside of a rotten deer?” I asked, afraid 
I might already know the answer to the 
question. “We defecate on ourselves,” 
he said matter-of-factly. “Takes care of 
any bacteria that might be stuck to our 
legs.” “Okay, too much information,” I 
said, trying to keep my breakfast down. 
“Any more questions?” he asked. “Give 
me a moment,” I said weakly. “One 
more question. What’s with the wings 
spread out in the morning while your 
roosting? You look like undertakers.” “I 
hate it when you anthropomorphize,” 
he said. “And, what the hell is an 
undertaker? What we’re actually doing 
is warming our wings in preparation for 
flight. Our four pound, 27” inch long 
body, with a 67” wingspan needs a little 
warming up, you know. We wait until 
the ground warms up enough to create 
a thermal draft. We can spend hours 
cruising with barely a wing beat.”
  “I’ve seen turkey vultures 
migrate in the fall,” I said. “It’s quite 
a sight to see 25 to 30 slowly swirling 
through the valley from north to south.” 
“Those are more northerly vultures 
that you see migrating,” he said. “They 
maintain an average altitude of 1500 
feet, sometimes as high as 20,000 
feet to stay above storm systems. We 
don’t migrate from this area, though.” 
“I know,” I said. “I see vultures here 
in the winter soaring with their wings 
held in a V shape, barely flapping…
amazing flyers. Their wings seem to 
wobble a bit as they glide. I presume 
to adjust to the fluctuating wind 
conditions.” “You presume correct,” he 
said. “In fact… Whoa! Wait a second. 
I’m getting something here.” He waved 
his wing feathers in front of his beak a 
few times while taking in deep breaths. 
“Well, gotta go. It’s not every day you 
get a chance to gorge on a putrid cow 
carcass. See ya!” He and his offspring 
took off. Then, he quickly flew back 
around and called, “Hey, care to join us 
for lunch?” “No, thanks,” I said. “I think 
I’ll have a salad.”

Bless the turkey vultures ~

Anniversary Sale!

Don’t miss our 1-day only

20% Off Storewide Sale!!!

Saturday, December 10

 We wish you, your family, 
and your backyard friends the 
most joyous of holidays. Happy, 

Happy Everything - 
Joanie, Annie, 
Molly, Terri, Anne, 
Tracy, Grace 
and Zippy (the 
goldfish).                                                                                            

We will be closed

Christmas
 and 

New Year’s Day 

February Seed and Suet Sale!!!
 If you’re getting low on seed when 
February comes around you’ll get another 
chance to stock up! All seed and suet will be 
15% off for the entire month of February.

(See details inside)



Annie’s Reading Corner...

16th Anniversary Celebration...

Molly’s Corner...Holiday Gift Ideas...

Seed Forecast ...

Saturday, December 10th 

10am-6pm
Please join us on our 16th anniversary for

 snacks, drinks and a

1-day only 20% off storewide sale
 (excluding optics). 

 You can buy bird seed, suet, feeders, books, bird 
baths, jewelry, t-shirts at 20% off!!!

 We have loads of gifts that I couldn’t possibly include 
in this newsletter. You can buy as much as you like until 
we run out, but it will be for one day only!!! Drop by to say 
hello, eat some goodies and buy all your holiday presents!

Corvid Connection
noon-3pm

We will also have special guest appearances by our favorite, feathered 
friends (okay, say that three times quickly) at Corvid Connection-

Obi Wan - Great Horned Owl
Indy - Scrub Jay

Arrow -  Yellow-billed Magpie 
and 

Shadow - American Crow

 They will make their special appearance with their caretaker and 
corvid expert, Elaine Friedman.

 Annie has been getting anxious for 
the latest edition of the National Geographic 
Field Guide to the Birds of North America and 
the sixth edition is finally here. There are 
990 species, including 23 new species (“Are 
they making new species?” Annie wonders.), 
300 new art pieces, quick-find visual index, subspecies 
and migration maps. It really is beautifully detailed with 
images of birds resting, roosting, swimming and flying…a 
hefty book for a field guide, too…sells for $27.95.

      Pine Cone Bird Feeder Kit

 Being so dexterous, Molly chose 
this gift as her favorite. “There is nothing 
more rewarding than making something 
with your very own paws,” says Molly. The 
kit includes a sugar pine cone, jute string, gloves, Popsicle 
sticks, recipes, instructions, educational information on 
sugar pine trees, word games, puzzles and info on bird 
feeding. From Oregon with love…$14.99.

          Garden Stakes

  Giftcraft and Evergreen have two new 
garden stakes. The Giftcraft stake is a 
heavy duty metal stake of a fairy and 
moon. The Evergreen stake is a fairy hold-
ing a bouquet of stars in a coppery color 
with green stars…$19.99 and $11.50.

Cobane Studios

 If you’ve been collecting her mercury glass-style ornaments these past of 
couple years, you’ll love Margaret Cobane’s new designs. There’s a red-breasted and white-breasted 

nuthatch, black bear, howling wolf, loon and baby, red-bellied woodpecker and red fox. Prices range from $15.95 
to $19.99.

Alise Sheehan Wishnests

 Terri and Tracy discovered these beautiful treasures at the San Francisco gift 
show earlier this year. Wishnests make wonderful house blessings, welcome 
gifts or just a gift to send your best wishes. The nest is made in the USA of 

lead-free pewter and the eggs are stones in jade or robin’s egg blue ($64.95). 
They can hang on walls or sit on tables and you can choose from three messages 
(Bless Our Nest, The Family Nest or Dream Wish Believe). Or, we have a baby bird 

in its nest hanging from a branch and silk ribbon to use as an ornament ($19.95). 
We also have Wishcharms…birds, nests, bees or feathers on a ball chain brace-

let ($9.95). And, House Blessing Birds that can be mounted above or on your door 
frame or maybe attached to a wreath on your door ($21.95). There’s a secret pocket 
on the back to slip in a special wish. Really unique gifts…

Gazing Balls

  We have several styles and colors of gazing balls 
in stock along with two stand sizes. The glass balls are priced at 
$39.95 in solid red, iridescent blue and a blue/yellow design. The 
black metal stands are $25.55 for the short and $26.95 for the 

tall. Gazing balls can brighten up the garden on gray days.

Whitehall and Evergreen
 Thermometers

                           These are elegant, well-
made outdoor thermometer/clock/barometer 
combinations. The Whitehall thermometer/
barometer made of metal is a simple design 
with large, easy-to-read numbers with a dark 
copper-brown finish. The ceramic thermom-
eter/clock combination comes in a beautiful 
fossilized fern design in tan or moss green. 
The Evergreen metal clock/thermometer has 
an antique bird and leaf motif. Prices run from 
$54.95 to $98.99.

                          Pretty Tools

 Hammers, screwdrivers, tape measures, staplers, 
staple removers, scissors, calculators, tape 
dispensers, box cutters, manicure sets…all in pretty 

wildlife designs. Really, they have patterned 
handles resembling animal coats and 
feathers--tiger, leopard, zebra, giraffe and 

peacock…$2.99 to $9.99.

         Mason Bee Houses

 These new mason bee houses 
are made by our customer, Mr. 
Innocenti. They are made of used 

wood with a metal roof and holes 
drilled in different sizes to fit our sol-
itary, pollinating bees. There’s a hole 
with a screw inside to make it easy 
to post mount. They even have a bee 
design attached to the side…$44.95. 
(Don’t forget-- we’ll have our mason 
bee cocoons in stock in January to 
help you jumpstart your own colony.) 

Nikon Monarch 3 Binoculars

 Nikon has come out with a 
new Monarch binocular that is 
priced between the Trail Blazer 
and the popular Monarch III 
ATB. If you’re in the market for 
a new pair of 8x42 or 10x42 
binoculars and don’t want to 
pay the price for the Monarch 

III ATB, give the new Monarch 3 a 
look see ($229.00). Don’t forget Nikon’s great 

“no-fault” policy--they will fix your binoculars for free 
even if you drop them.

Bird and Frog Candle Holders

 Swan Creek Candles makes some cute 
ceramic bird and frog candle holders in 
several colors. They are roughly 7” long 
and 5” high in green and tan for the 

frogs, red and yellow for the birds. The 
bird candles have a vanilla pumpkin fragrance and the 

frogs a sort of fishy smell…actually, more like a vanilla pound cake 
aroma (hehe)…$14.99 each.

 I wish I could just cut and paste the seed forecast from a year ago when the 
seed prices were stable and likely to stay that way. Not the case this year, unfortu-
nately. Too many weather problems causing late spring planting which in turn causes a 
poor fall harvest due to frost, croplands used to grow more corn for ethanol, drought 
in the South…you name it. The prices have gone up for bird seed along with just about 
everything else. I’m doing my best to keep prices as low as I can and still pay the rent. 
The only good news is that the price for nyjer thistle (imported from India) will remain 
about the same. I sure don’t want to cut and paste this forecast next year…

Calendars for 2012

 Crane Creek calendars are 
always my favorite (both the 
bird and botanical calendars 
for $14.95), but we also have 
Audubon songbird calendars with 
beautiful 
photos of 

backyard birds, butterflies, and 
hummingbirds ($13.99). We also 
have the California Wild calendar 
with photos of our California 
landscape from Anza Borrego to 
Redwood Grove ($14.99).

Holiday Cards

 We have new holiday cards from 
Crane Creek, LPG Greetings, and Pumper-
nickel Press. There are red-winged black-
birds, bald eagle, red fox, chickadees, 
ruby-throated hummingbird, great horned 
owl, white-breasted nuthatch…all kinds of 
critters. Prices range from $14.99-$17.99.

Tree Icing and Feeders

  Pine Tree Farms makes a suet feeder with several 
rows of holes drilled through the feeder for spreading the 
tree “icing”. You can either spread the suet on tree bark or 
use the feeder. The suet feeder is made out of a block of 
wood with a bark roof for $18.95. The peanut suet “icing” 
comes in a 1.75 pound container for $10.50. The birds love it…

Capiz Shell Owl Chime

 Woodstock Percussion makes 
a cute wind chime out of capiz shells 
in the shape of an owl. Capiz shells 
make a delicate tinkling sound when 
moving in the breeze and are very 
light weight. When light shines 
through them the colors become 
luminous. Priced at $42.95.

North Country 
Wind Bells 

 The sound of 
these wind bells is 
reminiscent of buoys 
out on the ocean. 
They’re constructed 
out of powder-
coated steel in 
lighthouse, cat and 

puffin designs. Made 
in Maine for $36.95-
$42.95.


